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Scriptures, , and to uſe all other Sub- 
ordinate Means, which Providence 
has afforded them, towards the 
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DE AR BRETHREN, 


9 HAVE lately put into your Hands a Sermon 
5 which I have Reaſon to think, has done 


ſome Good among you, tho" not ſo much as I could 
wiſh. Its not producing a greater Influence, this 


only ſhews how much it was wanted; but the Fruit, 
which it hs apparently brought forth encourages 
me to ſow again in hopes that my ſecond Harveſt 
will be a more Plentiful one. Te to Sermons, 
which ] Here recommend to your ſerious and re- 
peated Peruſal, were made for you, and preached 
to you; but Diſcourſes\from the Pulpit, tho* 
heard with Attention, and received with Appro- 
bation, will ſoon flip the Memory, unleſs People 
would immediately take more care, than they ge- 
nerally,do, to recollect them, and confider them. 


The Subjett of theſe Diſcourſes being of very great 


_ Conſequence to your Improvement in Religion and 
Virtue, as gour faithful Monitor and Friend, I 
earneſtly deſire you. to weigh them well; and, 
then, by God's Bliffng, I will anſwer for your 
| 1 being 
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(iv) 3 

Being the better for them ; but if you only beſtow 
upon them one ſlight and. haſty Reading, they may 
give you an Hour's Amuſement, but do you very 
litile laſting Good. I will on other Occaſions, 
which ſhall ſeem to require it, take this Method 
of bringing Inſtruction home. to your Houſes that 
you may have Time to think of it at your Leiſure. 
The furtherance of your Eternal Happineſs is 


what I have really at Heart. Indeed, the Plea- : 


fure of endeavouring to promote the Welfare of 

"vthers is almoſt the only Pleaſure that a Life of 
Fatigue and Diſappointment and Trouble has 
afforded, or is ever likely to afford to, 
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Te Children of this World are in 
their Generation wiſer than the 
Children of Light. 


16. . he 5 
? T is an uſual Phraſe in the Bible to call 


a Perſon the Son or Child of any thing 
=P when he partakes much of its Nature 
and 9walities, Such as have acquired vir- 

_ _ Puous Habits and divine Diſpoſitions are ſtiled, 

R = Children of Go p, while thoſe who partake 
of a diabolical Temper take their Name from 
bim whom they imitate and reſemble, and 


are called, the Children of the DEVIL. The 
= earthly-minded, who make the Things of this 
1 | ae TT: World 


— 


11 
+4 13x Pf 


„ 
World their chief aim and ſtudy, are called, the 


| CHILDREN OF THIS WoRLD; and thoſe 


who, being enlightened with the Knowledge 
of an immortal Happineſs in another Lite, 
and profeſs themſelves to be only in a State 


of Probation here, are diſtinguiſhed by the 
Title of the CHILDREN or LicnrT, becauſe 
they are; or ought to be, partakers of that 


heavenly Frame of mind which is the genuine 


Product of ſuch a Belief, and in Scripture is 


expreſſed by Light. 
The Children of this World, who mind 


_ earthly Things, are ſaid to be wiſer than the 
Children of Light, who are ſuppoſed by their 
_ Profeſſion to have their Hopes full of Immor- 


tality, to have their 8 Treaſure in re- 


verſion. —— Wiſer! But in what Senſe? Not 
abſolutely wiſer. For it cannot be conſiſtent 


with true Wiſdom, which always chuſes That 
which is beſt upon the whole, -to place our 


chief Happineſs in THIS Life, when we have 


ſuch clear and ſtrong Proofs of a Future State 
of more perfect and more laſting Felicity 
than any thing that is temporal and earthly 


CAN be, —— But they are wiſer in their 


GENERATION; wiſer for THIS World, than 
the Children of Light are for the next Life. 
They act more con/iſtently with their Princi- 
ples, and are more provident to ſecure, or 
obtain the poſſeſſion of thoſe Things where- 


in they place their chief Happineſs, than 


Chriſtians are to make their heavenly Calling 
and Election ſure in that ' endleſs State of per- 


felt Bliſs which they declare their belief of. 


But 


n 


2 * 2 „ - g 
Kot og SS e TE I OR : . 
P n 2 . 
N 


the 


hoſe 
edge 


Life, 
State 

the 
auſe 
that 
uine 


re is 


nind 

the 
heir 
nor- 
re- 


Not 


ſtent 


That 
our 
nave 
tate 
city 
rthly 


Heir 


than 


Life. 


1/14 


w_ 


ere- 
han 
ling 
per- 
of. 


VB 7 5 Fo I * f 
5 5 3 , F 
2 ot n > q x — 
3 7 . 1 — s A: r 5 1 xs 8 
: 2 ICIS ; 
1 ** 5 . err : 


(29 


But I do not intend in my following Diſ- 


courſe to draw the Compariſon between the 


„ onduct 
between the Conduct of the ſame Men acting 


of two different ſorts of Men, but 


di rferently, and inconſiſtently with themſelves ; 


wherein I ſhall make it appear that in re- 
J , Thea to the Concerns of Religion their Be- 
© haviour is directly oppoſite to all the Rules 
of Prudence, that they themſelves obſerve in 
the Management of their Temporal Affairs. 
And, this I apprehend to have been our Sa- 
viour's main Drift, tho' the Parable, which 
introduces the Remark, repreſents the Chil- 
dren of this World, and the Children of Light 


under diftint? Characters. 


The Obſervation is ſtill as true and ſea- | 


ſonable as it was in our Saviour's Time, Bu- 


man Nature and human Conduct continuing 
much the fame that they then were. Tho 
the World be grown ſo much older, Man- 
kind, I fear, are not much wiſer than they 
were. The enquiry, therefore, is not like- 
2 to prove to our Credit and Satisfaction, 
dut by the Grace of God, concurring with 


5 our honeſt Application of it, it may turn 
greatl, 
are made ſenſible how inconſiſtenily, how ab- 


to our future Advantage. When we 


furdiy we have conducted ourſelves, we can- 


not help being concerned and aſbamed; but 
if our Sorrow and Shame produce their na- 


tural Effects in making us reſolve to act 
more wiſely and con/itently for the future, I 
may ſay with the Apoſtle, I all not re- 


3 Pur that I made you forty. 


bo jt 
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If I intended to carry the Compariſon thro? 
every Inſtance of worldly Wiſdom, it would 
be neceflary to ennumerate all the ſeveral 
 Maxims by which Men of the beſt Under- 


ſtandings conduct themſelves in the proſecu - 


tion of their ſeveral Schemes of Life; but 


my Defign 18 limited to the grand Article of by 
all; the primary and fundamental Point of 


ſecular Wiſdom, Upon this only I purpoſe 


to inlarge ; and when I ſhall have executed 


my intended Plan, you will fee that it is, 


will fee] that it is an uſeful one. 


by itſelf, an entire one; and, I hope, you 


In whatever Circumſtances of Life we con⸗ 
fider Men, let their Trade, or Profeſſion be 


what it will, it is the leading Principle of all, 


to be careful to underſtand the nature of their 


particular Buſineſs. For this Purpoſe People 
are put out Apprentices, in order to be in- 
ſtructed in the proper Methods of carrying 
it'on to Advantage; and when they become 
Maſters, themſelves, they are ſtudious to im- 


prove their Knowledge in their Trade by Ob- 


ſervation and Converſation ; and the more di- 
ligent and acute they are in getting an Inſight 
into the beſt Manner of making, of buying 
or ſelling Goods to the greateſt Profit, and 
with the greateſt Safety ; and the more artful 
they are in ſifting others' of known Skill in 
the ſame Trade, the more ſhrewd and notable 
they are always reckon'd, and the more ſuc- 
ceſsful they generally are in Buſineſs. Take 


any of thoſe Men, who are intent upon thriv- 


ing in the World, and obſerve whether they 
0 8 8 . ; : " | do 
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they cannot learn ſomething from them. 
there be any Perſon who is reckon'd to have 
a2 particular Secret, by the Means of which 
he excels others, ſee how aſſiduous the reſt, 
who have any Share of Prudence, are to get 
| acquainted with him; how officious to oblige 
him; how watchful to take the moſt favoura- 
ble Opportunity to perſuade him to commu- 
nicate his Skill. — Or, if there were any Book 


(9) 

do not make it their particular Care to aſſo- 
ciate with others of the ſame Occupation, 
who have the Reputation of being the great- 
eſt Proficients in it, in order to try wg; 


that treated largely and moſt accurately of the 
Methods of improving any kind of Buſineſs, 


would not every diſcreet Man, in that Way of 


| Buſineſs, procure the Book, if poſſible, and 
ſtudy it thoroughly, till he was ſure he could 


put the Rules in Practice; and if there were 
any Part which he apprehended to be of 
Conſequence that he did not underſtand, would 
he not be careful to get ſome Inſtruction from 
others of more Knowledge and Judgment ? 
It is the ſame as to any Profeſſion by which 
Men hope to riſe to Wealth or Honour. Is 
not this the Conduct of all that have any 
tolerable Share of worldly Wiſdom? And 4 


very commendable Conduct, no doubt, it is. 


For, a Man that does ot underſtand his 


Trade or Profeſſion can never expect much 


Succeſs in it, and the better he underſtands it 


4 the more ſucceſsful he may reaſonably expect 
to be; but no Knowledge can be acquir'd 


without uſing the proper Means; a Princi- 
pal of which is the Experience of others who 
have gone before us. — Now, let us view theſe 


2 Men 
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„ 
Men in another Light. Let us examine their 
Behaviour in reſpect to the great Buſineſs 
of Religion, their Chriſtian Profeſſion, and ſee 
whether they conduct themſelves by the ſame 


| Rules of Prudence and good Senſe, I preſume, 


it will be granted me, that a Man's Profi- 


_ ciency in Religion and Chriſtian Perfection will 
be in Proportion to his Knowledge in Religion., 
and the neceſſary Means of Improvement in 


it. It is impoſſible for us to do our Duty any 


| farther than we wnderſtand it; for Practicè im- 
plies Knowledge, and every End has its par- 
ticular Means adapted to it, without which 


it cannot naturally be attain'd. What is Re- 


ligion but the Conformity of our Wills to the 


Will of God? And how are we to come at 
the Knowledge of God's Vill, but from his 
Nature, and from his written Word, explain'd 
by thoſe who have had the beſt Opportuni- 


ties of underſtanding it, and whoſe proper 
Buſineſs it is to inſtruct others. Men of Let- 


ters, who have had Leiſure and Ability to 
make themſelves acquainted with Books, and 
have been accuſtom'd to an argumentative Way 
of Thinking, may know a good deal of the 


.gatural and moral Attributes of God from his 


Mork, and of the Courſe of his Providence 
from the Hiſtories of the ſeveral Kingdoms 


of the World; and by enquiring into our 


own Natures, and ſeeing the Relation that we 


ſtand in to our Maker and Governour and 


to one another, they may diſcover a natural 
Fitneſs or Propriety in ſome Thoughts and 
Actions, and an Unfitneſs or Impropriety 1n 
others. This is one Method which Philo- 
ſapbers, Divines, and Moraliſts have cds 
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order to find out the Will of God and our 
Duty to him, becauſe whatever we can ſhew, 
from the Nature of Things, to be fit and 
reaſonable in "ſe, „ we may, from its natu- 
ral Fitneſs and Reaſonableneſs, infer that it 
is agreeable to the Mind of an infinitely wiſe 


and good Being — But, as many of thoſe 


> who hear me have neither the Opportunity 
of reading ſuch Authors, nor the Capacity of 


b making the proper Uſe of ſuch ſpeculative 


Writings, I ſhall only inſiſt upon thoſe Means 


of Information which are in every one's 

Power, and examine whether Mankind in 

general be as careful to make a due Uſe of 
them, as they are to inform themſelves of 
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diſplayed, 
ſet forth, his Precepts laid down for the Rule 


> fuade us to Obedience. 


ſuch Matters as relate to their worldly In- 
tereſt. | 5 
The Scriptures ars the firſt and great Means 
of Information in the Knowledge of God and 
our Duty — In thoſe ſacred Writings we 


have conveyed to us the Knowledge of the 


Divine Nature and Vill; what he is in Him- 
ſelf ; what he is to vs; and what it is that 
he requires from us; and all this, not in any 
uncertain or difficult Method of abſtruſe Ar- 


gumentation, but by an expreſs and plain 
Revelation of himſelf, as to what we are to 


believe and practice. There his Attributes are 
his Diſpenſations to Mankind 


of our Actions, his Terrors denounced, and 
his Promiſes proclaimed, in order to per- 
Moreover, there we 


have both for our Direction and Encourage- 
ment, both to inſtruct and animate us, the 
N „ 


620 


Examples. of holy Men and Women in all : 


Ages of the World; but, above all, we have 
the unerring Pattern of the ſpotleſs eſis, the 
Bleſſed Author of our Religion; his Meek- 


neſs under Indignities; his Patience under i 


Sufferings; his Charity in forgiving Injuries z 
his unwearied Benevolence in doing Good. 


What an inexhauſtable, what an 1 2 F 


ble Treaſure of Knowledge muſt be con- 


| tain'd in a Book that was dictated by the in- 


fallible Spirit of God, for ſuch noble Pur- 
poſes as the Inſtruction of all Mankind, in 
every Thing that is neceſſary to their Eternal 
Salvation! How full of Wonders and De- 
light! How muſt it raiſe the Attention, a- 
waken the Curioſity, and improve the — 
ſition of every thoughtful Mind ! 


Ils it poſſible to be eonverſant with the 
Hiſtory of God's Diſpenſations without being 
affected by them? The many Declarations 
and Inſtances of his Anger againſt ſinful 
Nations and ſinful Men, but, eſpecially, his 
dreadful Denunciations of Vengeance to be 
executed in the World to come, will be the 
ſtrongeſt Diſſuaſive from Vice. The general 
Promiſes of Favour to yo Men and the 
many Inſtances of his Goodneſs to particu- 
lar Saints will animate your Obedience, and 
raiſe an holy Confidence in God under the 
greateſt Dangers and Diſtreſs. But a cloſe 
and frequent Attention to the Promiſe of that 
exceeding great Reward which awaits good 
Men in Heaven, will fire your Minds with the 
moſt vigorous Reſolutions and the warmeſt 
Tranſports of ** Fare With St, Paul 
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| _ will boldly fight the good Fight of 
Paith, and with him, too, deſire to be diſ- 
ſeolv'd, that you may enter into Glory. The 
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Accounts of God's Mercy will raiſe the droop- 


ing Spirits of a deſponding Penitent, while 
© his Purity will convince the Preſumptuous 


that Impurity can never dwell in his Pre- 


ſence. 


The Declarations of his Immutability 


and Veracity are a Security to good Men 


that his Promiſes ſhall never fail, and an 


unanſwerable Proof to the Wicked that 


1 his Threatnings will 
cuted. 


moſt aſſuredly be exe - 


But there is one Part of theſe Sacred Books 


which I would recommend to every ſerious 
_ Chriſtian for his moſt familiar Acquaintance. 
The Book of P/alms has ſomething in it 
adapted to every one's Condition; and e- 
very Thing in it is as moving and affect- 
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i ing as it is poſſible. 


When he 


If he celebrates the 
Praiſes of God, he does it in ſuch joyful, 
ſuch exalted, and ſuch rapturous Strains, as 
muſt elevate the Heart of every Reader that 
has any Paſſions. If he makes Confeſſion of 
his Sins, he does it in ſuch a tender Manner 
as muit melt the moſt Obdurate into Tears 
of Repentance and Reſolutions of Amend- 
ment. In his Thankſgivings you may per- 
ceive how his Heart glows with Gratitude, 
how he /abours to expreſs the ſtrong Senſe 
which he feels of the Divine Goodneſs. 
pours forth his Complaints in 
his Diſtreſs, and begs the Protection of 
God, he expreſſes ſuch a perfect Reſigna- 
tion and firm Reliance on him for Delt- 
. ons © verance, 
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verance as is apt to make the Reader, if he 
has any good Diſpoſitions, aſhamed to har- 
bour in his Thoughts the leaſt Diſcontent, 
or Deſpondency. When you hear him long- 


ing and panting after God, like as the Hart 


© defireth the Water-Brooks, how can you for- 


bear taking up his impatient Wiſh for an 


Opportunity of attending publick Worſhip, 
and ſaying, with him, Myen ſhall I come to 
appear before the Preſence of God ? There is 
in every Picture, which this pious Painter 


has drawn, a peculiar Sefineſs, even in thoſe 
Parts which have the greateſt Strength and 


Force of Sentiment, or Expreſſion ; which 
1 aſcribe partly to his natural Diſpoſition 
and partly to his Troubles, which have a 
great Tendency towards calming and ſoften- 
ing the Mind. —When I conſider theſe and 
many more Excellencies in this ineſtimable 


Treaſure of Piety and Devotion, I am not 
ſurpriz'd at what I have heard, of one of 
the moſt learned Men of his Time in France, 


who, on his Death-Bed, wiſh'd for one Year 


more, that he might ſpend it in reading the 
Pſalms of David. My Brethren, we are all, 
at preſent, in Poſſeſſion of the Opportunity 


which this unhappy great Man too long 
Mighted, and at laſt in vain wiſh'd for. Let 


us Al ſubſcribe to his Opinion of their 
Value, but let none of us copy after his 
Neglect of them. For my own Part, I have 
them bound up by themſelves, I carry them 
always in my Pocket, and reſolve never to 
live a Day, while I am capable of reading, 
without reading ſome Part of them, 
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And we, in theſe Kingdoms, God be 
praiſed ! enjoy a Bleſſing which is deny'd 
Fo the greateſt Part of Chriſtendom, the free 
Uſe of the Scriptures in our native Lan- 
guage; and, as to all eſſential Points of 
Faith, or Practice, faithfully tranſlated from 
the Original —I would aſk, then, what might ; 
naturally be expected from Mankind in this 
Caſe, ſuppoſing them to follow the ſame 
Maxims of Wiſdom and Prudence, which all 
doiſe and prudent People obſerve in reſpect 
to their worldly and ſenſual Affairs? 


In the firſt place, would not every ſuch 
Perſon, if capable of reading and buying 
the Bible, be as converſant in it as poſlible, 
and attentive to mark, particularly, thoſe 
Paſſages that are of mo Importance, to 
lay them up in his Memory, and to im- 
print them the moſt ſtrongly upon his 
Mind, that they may always lie uppermoſt 
in his Thoughts for common Uſe upon 
every Occaſion? To make them, as holy 
David did, his conſtant Study? To medi- 
tate upon them Day and Night. I do not 
mean that he would do nothing elſe but read 
his Bible; but, that he would be careful and 
glad to take all convenient Opportunities 
of contracting the greateſt Intimacy with the 
maoſt uſeful and entertaining Book that ever 
was publiſh'd in the World; and, according- 


x 5 ly, if his Situation in Life allow'd him but 
+ little Leiſure for reading, would he not be 
the more careful to employ that litile in 


> reading what is infinitely better worth read- 
4 2 ing 
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ing than any other Book whatſoever ? If he 
were as wiſe and prudent in his ſpiritual 
Affairs, as wife Men are generally in their 
temporal ones, he would be as diligent to 
inform himſelf of religious Truths, and the 
Methods of Improvement in Chriftian Per- 
fection, as they are to underſtand and im- 
prove. their Trade, or Profeſſion ; and, the 
Bible being infinitely the BesT Means of 
Information, as to religious Truths and Du- 
ties, he would be ſure not to fail ſtudying 


it with the utmoſt Care and Attention. 


You ſce, I endeavour to ſpeak to your Un- 
derſtandings, to your common Senſe, upon your 


own allowed Maxims of Conduct; and to 


ſhew you how inconſiſtently you act with 


your ſelves: How wiſely and prudently in 
Things, comparatively, of zo Moment; how 


fooliſhly and abſurdly in the Buſineſs of 
Eternal Life and Death. For, my Bre- 
thren, I appeal to your ſelves. Have you 


been as careful to read and underſtand your 


Bible, to acquire Spiritual Knowledge, and 
inform your ſelves of your Duty, as to un- 
derſtand the Nature of your ſecular Buſi- 


_ neſs, and ſenſual Schemes? — Have you 


ever read it over regularly as you read over 
other Books? Have you read it with a de- 


gree of Attention and awful Regard ſuita- 


ble to the Dignity of the Author and the 
great Importance of the ſubject Matter of 
it? — On the contrary, are there not ma- 
ny of you who ſcarce ever look into it, at 
all, with any ſerious Purpoſe ; ſome, who 
have not thought it worth their while yore 
A. - _ haps 


; par of his Time in reading it. 


could but 

\ habitually and frequently) would be a ſuf- 
- SGcient Inducement. Inſomuch that the Pſal- 

miſt makes a Taſte and Reliſh for the Holy 
Scriptures, a ſure Token by which we ma 
know a good Man. 
ed Prelate, (Biſhop Atterbury) of our Church 
on this Subject are ſo very apt and fine, 1 
hall give you them — ſays he, Another 
1 8 Tekken of our Sincerity in Religion is, 
when we delight to read and have a 
e reliſh of the Scriptures; when we find 
„ ſomewhat more in them than in mere 
e buman Writings, and are apt to ſettle 
into a pious Compoſure of Mind while 
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haps ever to get one. — And I aſk you 


1 to tell me fairly and honeſtly. — Is this 
Conduct of a Piece with your Behaviour 


in common Life? Is it not altogether ab- 


, ſurd and ſenſeleſs? I am now ſpeaking to 
very one who is capable of reading, even. 
tho* they be employed all the Week in 


getting their daily Bread; for every one js, 
or ought to be, at leiſure to ſpend ſome 
And if 


Men had a juſt Notion of the great Value 


and Excellency of their Bible, they would 
Beal all 


mall Portions of it. They 


poſſible Opportunities of reading 
would not on- 
ly be convinced that it is their Duty and 
Intereſt to do it, but the Pleaſure which 
they would take in reading it, (if they 
rſuade themſelves to read it 


The Words of a learn- 


* we are peruſing them; when we come 


to them with Satisfaction and Eagerneſs, 
and are uneaſy under any long diſcon- 
( tinuance of our Converſation with them. 


8 Tis 


8 : ( 18) 
«© —?*Tis true, it may ſometimes happen 
« that a Perſon of a ſound and ſincere Piety 
„ ſhall read the Holy Scripture without 
being much warmed, or affected by them. 
« He may be under an Indiſpoſition and ® 
« Languor of Mind; the Buſineſs, or Plea- Y%F 
« ſures of Life and worldly Objects may 
„ now and then take Poſſeſſion of his 
« Heart, and ſhut the Door againft Scrip- 
« tural Impreſſions; but then this is not a 
„ common Cale; he is for the moſt part well 
« diſpoſed towards this divine Employ- 
« ment. But, if a Man can frequently pe- 
„ ruſe the Scriptures without any Degree 
of ſenſible Emotion and Concern, with- 
out being touch'd by the Matter of them, 
* or awen by the Majeftick Manner of 
Expreflion, which diſtinguiſhes them from 
all other Writings, this is as ſure an In- 2 
dication of a ſick Soul, as a Palate which ® 
does not reliſh the moſt ſavoury Meats, | 
is of a diſeaſed Body.” — Thus far this 
ious and learned Preacher.) Wherefore, 7} 
if you really have any Honour and Ve- 3 
neration for your Maker you will pay a 3 
due Regard to his holy Word; as much "F 
more Regard to it, than to any other Wri- 7$ 
tings, as it is of greater Authority, being 
the Word of infinite Wiſdom, ſpoken to us 
by the Creator and Governour and Judge of Þ% 
the whole World; as containing Matters not 
only excellent in themſelves, like many fine 
Compoſitions of Human Invention, but of the 
laſt Moment to our Happineſs ; to our Hap- - 
ineſs, not only here, but hereafter ; to end. 
/s Ages. It all theſe Circumſtances do not 
_ „ claim 
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1 on from us, nothing can. And, ſince 
Piety | ens believe the Divine Inſpiration of the 
tout , do not act ſo abſurd and ſtupid 
them. A Part as to light them; and light chem 5 
and Jou do, if you neglect to read them and 
Plea- meditate upon them. If you have a ſincere 
©) Deſire of growing in Grace, and making a 
f' his - Progreſs in Chriſtian Perfection, be ſtudious 
P- to uſe this great Means of Improvement; 
wm which is ſo neceſſary a one that if you wil- 
well fully omit to uſe it, you cannot expect that 
ploy- | u ſhall make any conſiderable Advances 
ly pe- 4 Piety and Virtue; and fo efficacious a_ 
f one that whoever makes himſelf intimately 
8 acquainted with the Word of God will in 
them, Proportion to the Degree of his Intimacy 
er of with it, grow every Day a better Man. If 
1 from at the Day of Judgment you would enter in- 
SIT. In- 5 to Life, the Bible is the Charter which muſt 
which ive you a Title to it: The Bible is the in- 
Meats, fallible Guide that muſt direct you into the 
ir this right Way that leadeth thither: The Bible is 
refore, the ſweet Companion that will make your Jour- 
d Ve- ney comfortable and agreeable, You profeſs 
pay a Ko believe theſe Things, and let your Conduct 
much be agreeable to your Profeſſions. Imitate the 
r Wri- Wiſdom of the Children of this World, and 
being he as induſtrious to draw Heavenly Know- 
n to us ledge out of this Divine Fountain, as they 
dge of xe to acquire a thorough Inſight into the na- 
ers not pre of worldly Affairs, and the right Method 
ny fine of carrying them on. 
t of the > But without conſidering the Bible as the 
r Hap- Rule of our Faith and Prattice, but only 
wa 8 a Compoſition containing Matters of 
O 1 
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Uu the higheſt Veneration and the cloſeſt 


Im- 


(20) 


Improvement and Entertainment, it might | 


recommend itſelf to the Attention and Ad. 


miration of Perſons of the moſt accurate 1 
Judgment and the moſt elegant Taſte, It 
is the moſt ancient Book in the World. 


„ 


No other Book contains ſuch a Yariety of 


Matter. There are the nobleſt Sentiments, 
the moſt elevated Thoughts, the moſt ad- 
mirable Maxims of human Prudence, and the 
beſt Directions for the making our ſelves hap- 

y in this Life. Its Beauties are equal to its 
Uſefulneſs. The Manner, as well as the Matter, 
| ſpeaks it to be above human Invention. There 
is, throughout the whole, ſuch an inimitable 
Simplicity, that let a Perſon read it ever ſo 
often, the oftener he reads it the more he will 


admire it, and read it with the more Plea- 


ſure: There are the moſt glowing poetical I. 
mages, the moſt lively Deſcriptions, the moſt 


apt and delicate Smilies, the moſt affecting 


Strokes of Oratory, every thing that is ad- 
mired in other Writings, and in much 
greater Perfection. A Man muſt carry the 
_ ftrongeſt Prepoſſeſſions, as well as Infidelity = 
with him, if he can read over the Books 
of Job, of David, of Iſaiab, or St. Paul, 
without Admiration and Delight; without 
having his Heart warmed, his Paſſions en- 


flamed, his Mind raiſed above itſelf. | 


will venture to fay, if the Bible were the 
Mork of any Perſon but their Maker, and 


related to any thing elſe than Religion, it 
would be read and admired by the ſcorn- 


fulleſt Wits as the moſt excellent and beau- 
tiful Compoſition in the Univerſe. But 
what, my Brethren, can I ſay to thoſe (ant 
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in Bedlam. 
let them either di/ozwn their Faith, or act 
more conſiſtently with it. 
Reproach to the Jyfidels that their Infidelity 
ſhould ſo far blind the Underſtandings of 
Men, pretending to a ſuperior Degree of 
Impartiality and Freedom of Thought, that 
they cannot diſcern the greateſt Beauties; 
but a Believer without a Reliſb, without the 
_ greateſt Admiration, without the higheſt Vene- 
ration for his Bible, by which he expects to be 
> ſaved; a Believer, who does not eagerly defire, 
who does not greedily enjoy ſo great a Bleſſing 
and Comfort, ſo neceſſary a Means of Happi- 
nes; he is — ſoaſtoniſhing a Monſter of Folly. 
and Madneſs, that I can only expreſs my Ad- 

Books 7 
Paul, 
vithout 
Ns en- 


miration; and beg 
cure all ſuch diſordered Minds. 
to ſay 
Opportunity. To God the Father, &c. 


(21) 


many ſuch there are) who profeſs their Be- 
lief of its Divine Inſpiration, and its Infinite 
©” Importance to their Happineſs, and yet 
neglect the reading it with a ſuitable At- 
tention and Frequency? The Infidels only 
ſhew great want of Taſte in this Inſtance, 
ariſing from their Preudices ; but ſuch Be- 
joſt ad- 
and the 
res hap- 
al to its 
Matter, 

There 
mitable 
ever ſo 
he will 


lievers act with as little Senſe as the People 
In the Name of Common Senſe 


It is a ſufficient 


of God, by his Grace, to 
What I have 
farther muſt be deferred to the next 


P.S. As this Sermon may chance to fall in- 


to the Hands of ſome Perſons of Learning, I 
take the Liberty to ſuggeſt an Obſervation 
that reſpects hem. The Generali'y of Mankind 
have neither Leiſure, nor Capacity for the Pe- 


may be ſubſervient to the Knowledge of the 
- „„ Scriptures. 
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(22) 


Scriptures. Deep and critical Points are not 
their Concern, becauſe they lie out of their 


reach. Matters more obvious to common Ap- 
rehenſions, and of general uſe, are the Things, 
and the only Things which it is their Duty to 


underſtand. Not that ] mean to lay it down 
for a Maxim that none but Scholars ſhould ever 
look into Comments, or Paraphraſes. No body 
can underſtand the Bible too well, becauſe 


the better Men. underſtand it, the more they 


may improve by it, and receive the more Plea- 
ſure from it; and there are many Books upon 
the Bible which Perſons of good natural Senſe 


may make a good Uſe of without the help of 
a liberal Education. Such as have been bred 


up to Leiters, if they have a religious Turn of 


Mind, will out of Inclination be inquiſitive 
— and as to thoſe whoſe particular Employ- 


ment 1t 1s to explain 1t to others, there can 


be no doubt about their Obligation to ſtudy | 
it critically, and to ſearch as far as they can 
into thoſe Parts which are of the moſt diffi- 
cult Interpretation, and the hardeſt to be un- 
derſtood. — But (with great Deference and 


Reſpect I make the Obſervation) a Man may 
beſtow much Time and Pains in the ſtudy of 
the Scriptures, as a Scholar, with an Intent to 
underſtand the Meaning of the Text, and to 
find out the Matter contained therein; ; yet un- 
leſs he uſes himſelf to read it daily as a pri- 


vate Chriſtian, with a View to thoſe ordinary 
Practical Uſes, which belong to them in com- 


mon with the reſt of the World, he may fill 
his Head with intellectual Knowledge, without 


improving his Heart, or becoming a better 


Man. 1 hope, I ſhall be exculed the Freedom 


if 
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(643) 


if I take Notice that this Remark more parti- 


cularly concerns young Clergymen, who by this 
Method would acquire a greater Readineſs and 
Facility in preaching, and be furniſhed with pro- 
per Matter. 
Language, which is the moſt affecting, would 

become natural to them; and their Diſcourſes 

would breathe an air of Piety that would help 
more towards the Spiritual Improvement of 


By this Habit the Scripture 


their Hearers than the greateſt Embelliſhments 
A familiar Acquaintance 


with the Bible not only makes the moſt pions 
"Chriſtians, but the moſt inſtructive and edifying 


Preachers. | 
Common Place for themſelves, it would be of 
much more Service to them than the moſt ac- 


And if they were to make a 


curate one already made to their Hands, Nay, 
if every one were to try to make Extras, 


ranged under proper Heads, they would find 
their Account in it. They would read with 
more Attention; their Knowledge would be 
more diſtinct; every thing would be imprinted 
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the more ſtrongly on the Mind, and be more 
ready for Uſe. 
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LUKE xvi. 8. 


9 The Children of this World are in 
| | their Generation wiſer than the 


Children of Light. 


N my former Diſcourſe I obſerv'd to you, 
that the /eading Maxim among wiſe and 
prudent Men in every Profeſſion and Buſineſs 
of Life is, to be careful, in the firſt Place, tho- 
roughly to underſtand their particular Calling 
and the Methods of carrying it on to the beſt 
Advantage; and, conſequently, that if Men 


were as wiſe and prudent in reſpect to Religion 


6 and another World, they would be as careful to 
uůſe all the Means, which Providence has put 
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into their Power, of ta themſelves of tain 
the Nature of their Chriſtian Profeſſion, and the 
Methods of Improvement in Chriſtian Perfec- © 
Hon, in order to ſecure and encreaſe their future 
Happineſs —And the holy Scriptures being the 7 
great Fountain of Divine Knowledge, the Rule 
both of our Faith and Practice, I told you, 
(and common Senſe tells you the ſame Thing) = 
that the firſt Point of Heavenly Wiſdom is, to Got 
be as converſant as we can with the Bible, and Po 
to read it always with the utmoſt Regard and 9 ſtar 
Attention, as it is the Word of our God, and 1s r 
the moſt excellent and uſeful Book that ever Sal 
was publiſh'd ; but that ſhameful Experience EVE 
ſhews a moſt ſtrange Contempt for it amongſt teſt, 
ſome People and Neglect of it in others, who Nec 
profeſs themſelves Chriftians and Believers of ber 
its Divine Inſpiration ; the latter, ſeldom look- tha 
ing into it; and the former, reading it only wit 
in order to raiſe Objections, and turn it into 
Ridicule. The Abuſe of ſo ineſtimable a Blef- 7 
ſing gives us too much Reaſon to apprehend 
that God, in juſt Puniſhment of our Ingrati- 
tude and Folly, may remove our Candleſtick 1 
again from us; and the preſent State of Europe 
looks as if he intended ſoon to do ſo, by ſub- 
jecting us to the Power of thoſe who will lock 
up the Scriptures, and not ſuffer the Laity to 
have the Ufe of them, CO 
But, tho' the Bible be the Rule both of 1 
Faith and Practice, yet God's Providence hath 7 
provided other ſubordinate Means of Infor- 
mation in Chriſtian Knowledge. A Rule may 
be a very ſufficient one, and yet ſome Inſtruc- # 
tion may be required in order to know how | 
to apply it rightly. - In the Scripture are con- 
| ER rained | 


(27) 


3 Kind all the religious Truths which we are 
required to believe; but then in order to under- 
ſtand the true and Full Meaning of them ſome 
Aſſiſtance may be neceſſary, as well as to un- 
3 derſtand the Senſe of any other Author. In- 
daeed, as the Scriptures are intended for the 
bſſe of all Sorts of Capacities, it is reaſonable 
"s) | 1 to ſuppoſe that the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
to 1 God has ſo adapted it that it ſhall be in the 


and Fower of every Chriſtian of common Under- 
=a | ſtanding to inform himſelf of every thing that 
and 'Y . is neceſſary for him to know as a Condition of 


ever | pm But this Point I think has been, 
nce even by the moſt able Advocates on the Pro- 
neſt teſtant ſide, carried too far. For, it is not 
who neceſſary that all eſſential Truths ſhould be ſo 
- of very plain and obvious to every Capacity as 
Joke. that every one ſhall be able to ſee them 
Dnly without any Afitance from others, A Truth 
into is ſufficiently plain when it is capable of 
zleſ. being made ſo by any Means that are in 
end our Power to get; and if God's Provi- 
-ati. dence has provided Helps for that Purpoſe, 
ick he may as well require us to make uſe of them, 
as he can oblige us to the Uſe of our own Un- 
derſtandings; and we may be equally liable to 
27 Puniſhment for the Neglect of the one, as for 
the Neglect of the other. — Beſides, it is not 
xn poſlible 1 to ſettle a Meaſure of Knowledge that 
* ſhall ſuit every one, for different Degrees of 
( Chriſtian Knowledge are requir'd of different 
= Perſons according to their different Abilities 
and Opportunities. Though God will not re- 
quire any one to know more than he is able to 
# attain the Knowledge of, yet he may require 
4 of him as much Chriſtian Knowledge as lies 
| within 


(a) 


within the Reach of his op and there 


is good Reaſon why God 


culd require thus 


much. When God made a Revelation of his Ind 
Nature and Will, it was with an Intent that, 
Men ſhould underſtand it, becauſe it is no far- 
ther a Revelation than it is underſtood 3 and, a2 
the Scriptures were intended for the Uſe of al 8 
Mankind, a// Mankind are oblig'd to under - 8 
ſtand them as well as their Condition will per. =. 


mit them to do. 


3 


N 


But, there is a farther Reaſon why it mill wi 
be the Will of God that ALL Chriſtians ſhould "& 
ſtudy the Scriptures as much as they can, con- 
 fiſtently with their Circumſtances; and this y 
Reaſon is taken from the End and Defign of wy! 


publiſhing them. They are intended by the 


Good of Mankind; and can that Intention be 


anſwered any other way than by enlightening 4 
our Minds with the Knowledge of ſuch things 


as are therein contained? From vhence it fol- 


lows undeniably and obviouſly that the mor: Y f 


our Minds are enlightened by them —, i. e. 
the more we know of them, the more effec. 


tually is the Intention of their Publication an- 


ſwered, becauſe Mankind are thereby the 
more edified and improved — As for Inſtance, 


take any doctrinal Point, any Article of our | 
Faith, the more fully any one underſtands it 


and the more clearly he ſees the Meaning 9 
thoſe Texts which prove the Truth of it and 
the more comprehenſive View he has of the 


practical Uſes that may be drawn from it, the E 
more firmly he will believe it, and his Belict 
of it will the better anſwer the Ends of his 
Faith — Thus, as to practical Matters. Can 
you deny that every one wil be the better bl 7 
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=Zoblig*d to acquire, becauſe the ſeveral Capaci- 


54. 


| there Jed to diſcharge his Duty puntually and faith- 
e thus Ally, the better he underſtands the Nature 
of his ind. Extent of the ſeveral Precepts in the Bible 
Which contains them? And if you admit This 


Þ be true, which it is impoſſible for you to 
ect, is not the Conſequence as clear as the 
Fun; viz. That every one is as much oblig'd 


vance or Non-Obfervance of them, their In- 
fluence upon our Practice will be in Propor- 
tion to the Clearneſs and Fulneſs of our Con- 


underſtand thoſe Paſſages of Scripture where 
they are reveal'd to us, the clearer and fuller 


Z Conception we ſhall have of them; and the 
—ftener we read them, and meditate on them, 
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e more ſtrongly we ſhall imprint them on 


I hope I have convinc'd you that ALL 
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& much, and to underſtand them as well, as 
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admit of. But it is impoſſible to determine 
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to ſpend in this divine Search, and what De- 
gree of Knowledge of this Kind every one is 


Ft 


ties and Opportunities of Information cannot 


—=e fo minutely ſettled. However, I ſhall give 


you 


t uſe all poſſible Means rightly and fully to 
Inderſtand thoſe practical Parts of Scripture, 


ception of their Nature; and the better we 


briſtians are oblig'd to ſtudy the Scriptures 


exactly how much Time every one is oblig*d 


. 1 . SL ̃ A. diabetes —— — . 7*˙L‚¾ Centres Bs 


you ſome general Rules, that, by God's Grace 
concurring with an honeſt Attention, may bea & 
Direction to your Conſcience in this weighty F 
Affair. WY = 


1. Firſt of all, then, I think it the Duty of 
every one who profeſſes to believe the Scrip- 
tures to be the Word of God, attentively to 
to read ſome Portion of them every Sunday at 
leaſt, becauſe ſecular Buſineſs being abſolutel7 
forbid on that Day, no Man can plead his J 
Employment, or common Diverſions in Ex. 

cuſe for not attending upon God and the Bu- 

ſineſs of Religion, at a Time which is by God K 
himſelf devoted to thoſe Purpoſes. And if 
the Sunday be ſet apart for the Honour of God, 

and religious Uſes, ſurely ſome Part of it ought 
to be employ'd in conſulting his holy Word, 
which contains his Mill to his Creatures, 7. e. 
every Thing that is neceſſary for us to know F 
and practice in order to obtain his Favour and 
ſecure to our ſelves Eternal Life. This is Part Ser 
of the Homage which is due to God, anda 
great Means of forwarding thoſe religious Con- 
cerns for which the Sunday was ſeparated from 
ordinary Uſes; and therefore no Man who pre- 
tends to any Religion, and believes the Divine 1 
Authority of his Bible, can, conſiſtently witng 
ſach Beitef, ſpend that whole Day without 
reading ſome Part of the Bible, the reading of 
which naturally makes up a Part of the Duty 
of the Day. | A wp 


2. But, as the frequent reading the holy [8 
Scriptures is ſo neceſſary a Means of Improve- 
ment in Cbrſſtian Knowledge and  Chriſtion 

| Per- 


EE; 1 


5 


(3r) 
| Bw would recommend it as a general 
Rule, to every one who can find Time to do 


ft, to read ſome Portion of them every Day of 
"heir Lives, if it were only one Angle Chapter 3 
| of And I will venture to ſay, there are very few 
put mizht find Time, when they are at home, 
» uk than enough for the reading ſo ſmall a 
Part. Do but recolle& your ſelves, and I 
Am n Lactsfiedd, moſt of 
4 | little Intervals of Leiſure from neceſſary 
Buſineſs, either in the Morning, or at Noon 5 


you may remember ma- 


dr in the Evening, which you might and wou! 


Have employ'd in the Search after Divine 
eee if you had been as Intent upon 


üͤnderſtanding your Religion and knowing your 
"Duty to God, as you are to underſtand and im- 
prove your T rade, or to enjoy your Diverſions. 
And, believe me, you cannot, without Expe- 
© Fience, concerve what an Effet this regular 


houghts ; for, how 


5 this Place. Shopkeepers ſend out Goods in 
pieces of an old Bible, What an infamouſly 


prophane Uſe is this of the moſt Sacred Thing 


1 . the World! What a daring Indignity to 


ove- Mhe Divine Author of it! Would any ſerious 


0 * tian waſh Why Hands in the Water conſe- 
er- 


Habit of converſing with the Word of God 
Pould have towards keeping up an habitual 
Senſe of God in your 1 

3 9 tan we poſſibly forget him white we are ſo con- 
1 antly hearing him ſpeak to us? This great 
Advantage you would certainly reap from it, 
peſides the many others which J have men- 
Tion'd already. 


| Before I quit this Head I ſhall take Notice 
4 A a moſt ſhameful Practice which is in Uſe 


F. 2 crated 


P 

. k 

E Eee oe RL ·˙* -“ ———_——_—_—_———_———————_ — SY > Fa Bo ts. ob cos — a — 
g 


2 — enn 5 
. . Yn et DSI 


— 2 - N ha En I 
. ..... PPP 


crated for Baptiſm? How then can he think F 


ſucceſsful Argument, by not dealing with them 


Thing in reality as ſeparating them) as well 


(32) 


his Bible, the Word of Gad, the Word of Eter- wm 
nal Life, a proper Vehicle for Coffee and To Mi 
bacco. ? Whenever a Bible becomes too imper- | 
fect for its proper Uſe, it ſhould be decently # 
deſtroy'd ; as the Water, us'd in Baptiſm, is 
directed to be thrown away that it may not be 
9. to any common Uſe. Since I preachd my 

ermon I have been inform'd that ſome, who 
are guilty of this monſtrous Piece of Impieiy, 


have made a Jeſt of it. Of zhefe I can only | fai 


ſay, that they are as deſtitute of common Senſe 


and Modeſty, as they are of Religion. To them 3 


I can ſay nothing that will avail any thing. 
But, I hope, their Cuſtomers will uſe a more 


while they openly affront their Maker, and p 
prophane his Sacred Word. I am credibly in- 


| form'd that the Turks pay ſo religious a Re- by 


gard to the Alcoran, as believing it to be. the 0 x 


Word of God, that if any one finds a Piece 1 


of it, the Government will not ſuffer him ſo 
much as to deſtroy it, but obliges him to paſte 
it up in ſome Part of his Houſe ; where b 


being read it may be of Uſe. But if any one 


were detected there in putting it to ſuch com 
mon and vulgar Uſes as are made of the Bible in 
theſe Kingdoms, we may be ſure, he would be 
puniſh*d. in the /evereſs manner. But here the 
vileſt Abuje and Prophanation of it not only 
goes unpuniſh*d, but unobſerv'd; not only with- 
out raiſing the highe/# Indignation, but with- 
out giving the /eaft Offence. But let us be 
ſhamed into an external (for there is no ſuch 


as an internal Eſteem for God's Word, by the 


— 


Practice of theſe Turks; and let every one of us, 
Ip out private Capacities, diſcountenance every 
Find of Indignity offered to it, by all the Diſplea- 
pre that we can expreſs, or ſhew by our Bebaviur. 


3 3. Well but, there is ſomething more than 
Il this required of you, in order to the Know- 
ſedge and Practice of your Duty. You muſt 
"Dot only be conſtant and frequent in readin 

"Ihe Scriptures, which moſt undoubtedly con- 
"Hain in them every thing relating to Religion 
ſe phat is neceſſary for you to know, but you muſt 
wc all poſſible Helps towards a better under- 
Nanding them, and a more thorough Know- 
edge of the Doctrines and Duties that are 
therein contained ; and, therefore, I ſhall now 


and proceed to conſider what Helps and Aſſiſtances 


ly in- the Providence of God has provided for you. | 


. 5 4 2 


fheſe Purpoſes; to inſtruct, to exhort, to ad- 
moniſh and to reprove you; it is both your 
Duty and Intereſt to attend to their Inſtruc- 
e by tions and Exhortations from the Pulpit; to 
y one earken to their Admonitions and Reproofs ; 
com. and privately to adviſe with them in Caſes of 
ble in Doubt and Difficulty, 5 
d be | 
e the I fay, firſt, it is the indiſpenſable Duty of eve- 
only ry Chriſtian conſtantly to attend upon thoſe 
with- Sermons which, by the Appointment of God, 


8 be Þ thinks at all, can imagine that God has provid- 
ſuch ed an Order of Men to read Lectures in Divi- 
well nity and Morality to the Walls and Sears. If 

y the it be the Duty of the Clergy conſtantly to preach, 


As there is an Order of Men ſet apart for 


are delivered from the Pulpit; for no body, that 
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( 4 .. = 
it muſt be the Duty of the People to go az B 
conſtantly to hear them; unlefs you will ſup- # 
poſe that infinite Wiſdom has done fo weak | 
and idle a Thing as to provide ſuch publick 3 
Lectures to no manner of Purpoſe; and of 
what Uſe can they be if they are not attend. 
ed? The very Appointment, therefore, of this 
Method of publick Inſtruction implies an ai. 
verſal Obligation upon Cbriſtians to give 
their Attendance, there being no Exception 8 
made in favour of any that may be conceited 
enough to fancy that they ſtand in no need 
of Iaſtruction, or becauſe they can read a $: 
Sermon at home. Neither was it conſiſtent _ $ 
with the Deſign of ſuch an Appointment to 
exempt any from the general Obligation, be- 
_ cauſe that would naturally have made it uſe- 
leſs, unleſs to thoſe illiterate People who can- 
not read; and it is a great Chance but many 
of them, too, thro? ee the Mother of 
Pr conceit, would be as forward, as the moſt 
nowing, to deſpiſe Ioftrudtibn. But, as 1 
ſaid, the Providence of God has thought fit 
to appoint publick Preaching, and, I pre- 8 
ſume, it will be allowed that he is a much 
better Judge what Method of Inſtruction is , 
fitteſt for you; and as he is a better Judge of 
the fitteſt Means, ſo he has Authority to pre. 
ſcribe to you ſuch Means as his unlimited 
Wiſdom thinks fitteſt for you. As we are 
authorized by a Divine Commiſſion to teach 
you in the beſt manner that we can, it is 
the Duty of all thoſe who are committed to 
our Care to come and hear us. For, tho' I 
am very ſenſible that the People might often 
read a much more elaborate Diſcourſe in pri- 
date, 


30 as 


up. 
up 1 | ou reaſon to expect ſo much real Benefit, in | 


. 


£ 


7 


"Tote, yet That will not juſtify the Neglect of 


þ publick and Pofitive Inſtitution 3 neither have 


e way of true Chriſtian Edification, (tho? 


fou may receive more entertainment) from the 


moſt admirable Diſcourſe that ever was com- 


"poſed, if you read it at a Time when God has 
. Fommanded your Attendance at Church, as 


you may reaſonably hope for when you hear 
Put an ordinary Sermon with an honeſt Mind 
zd in Obedience to his Directions. For, 


wever we may be pleaſed, or affected with 


z fine Compoſition, it is an undeniable Doc- 


a trine of Chriſtianity that the Grace of Cad is 


neceſſary to a profitable reading or hearing 


and pray, now, who has the moſt Reaſon to 
expect God's Grace to give a Bleſſing to what 


he reads, or hears? The humble modeſt Man 


Who is willing to be inſtructed in the man- 
ger which God has appointed, or the ſelf- 
Fonceited and refractory who think them- 
ſelves wiſer than their Maker, and refuſe to 
be governed by his Laws? 8 


But, be,des that we have Reaſon to believe 
bat God by his Grace will give an extraor- 
inary Bleſſing to thoſe publick Inſtructions 
Ewhich you attend at his Command, and in his 


ouſe, the Place where his Honour dwelleth , 
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I fay, Slides this great Advantage, ariſing in 
=> /uper-natural way, if we conſider them only 
in their ordinary Operations they may be made 
more profitable to the Hearers than much 
petter Diſcourſes read in the Cloſet; and that 
for theſe plain Reaſons. 
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5 When People rok Diſcourſes in ein = 
Cloſet they take care to read ſuch as are moit 
agreeaVle to their Juclinations and 7. aſte, rather « 
than what are beſt ſuited to their Spiritual gu 
Wants; fuch as pleaſe them moſt, rather than a 
ſuch as will do them at Good. — In the firſt i 
Place, Men are generally ignorant of their 
Spiritual State and Condition thro? ſelf- love, 8 
and for want of having attended to it; and 
are not proper Judges what Doctrines are h 

moſt proper for their Caſe, what Sins they a 
are moſt guilty of, what Errors are molt pre- 
dominant among them; and, conſequently, 
in the Choice of thoſe Subjects which they 
read upon in private, they may miſs thoſe 

which are iti ot for chem. 1 f 


Mt Or, if they were better Judges, than Peo Z 
ple generally are, of themſelves, they would 
not be likely to be fond of ſuch Diſcourſes as } 
upbraid them with their Errors and Vices, 
put them out of Love with themſelves, and ſet 

them upon the painful Taſk of parting with 7 
favourite Opinions, and darling Habits. Pro- 


phecy unto us ſmooth Things, prophecy Deceits, 1 


This is the fort of Preaching that is moſt ac- a 


ceptable in our Days, as 1t was in former "Tl 


tution, will be olteneſt conſulted. 


Times; and when Men are to chuſe their 
own Doctrine, the Palate, and not the Confer 1 


III. But, if we ſuppoſe Men ever ſo uſt ro In 


| themſelves in the Choice of their Subjefts, ic 18 
is next to impoſſible that Diſcourſes, intended 
tor en Ute, ſhould in ALL Reſpects be ſo 

wel! 


their | Fongregation, as Sermons from the Pulpit 
moit may be. For, if the Preacher be a Perſon 
ather gf Experience and Sagacity, he will find 
ritual gut the Errors, the Faults, the Tempers 
than ind Diſpoſitions of his Congregation; and 
: firſt Fill ſtudy how to adapt his Matter and 
their Manner to them; and by ſo doing he will 
love, gften preach Sermons that will be more 
; and uſeful to them than many others would 
are he, that are written with more Accuracy 
they 2d Elegancy by a better . 
pre- 
ntly, 9 IV. Then, again, Sermons A le 
they this particular and conſiderable Advantage 
thoſe over Sermons in print, that if the Preacher 
Anderſtands any thing of Elocution, he will 
make his Hearers more attentive than com- 
Peo- mon Readers are, and point out to them 
7ould the Streſs and Force of the Argument by a 
les as proper Empbaſis; and if he has any Energy 
ices, in his Conſtitution, any ſincere Concern in 
d ſet his Heart for the Honour of Religion and 
with the Welfare of his People, he will ſpeak, 


Pro- „ 
ſionate Warmth and Tenderneſs that will 
nforce what he ſays upon the Paſſions of his 


3 y ſincere Affection for you and Intention 
+1 | F 


19 


bel fitted to the Condition of a particular 


here the Caſe requires it, with an affec- 


V. The laſt Circumſtance which I ſhall 
mention on this Head, is, the Effect which 
C erſonal Knowledge and Eſteem will have 
3 giving a particular Influence to Inſtruc- 
1 tions from the Pulpit; and I ſhall eſteem 


as a ſingular Happineſs to myſelf, if 


to 
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to promote your eternal Welfare can give 
my Inſtructions any Advantage in your Si. 


nion to make amends for their own De- L 7 


Felis. 


T here 1s one Particular more under this 
Head which I ſhall mention, tho? in itſelf, 
it be too trifling to deſerve Notice. Some 
think themſelves quite excuſeable if they go 
to Church one part of the Day, obſerving, 
that one Sermon in a Day is as much as they 
can carry away. But let me aſk them one 
* Queſtion. — Will they carry away a Sylla- 
ble the leſs of one Sermon by the Means 
of hearing another. Not a jot, I dare ſay. 
And if fo, then I mult tell them, that they 


may hear ſeveral Things in the ſecond Ser. 


mon that may be of Service to them. 


But granting the Objection to have ſome- 


thing in it. What can they ſay to the 1 f 
Neglect of public Prayer? Surely they do 


not think that rice in a Day is too often 
for the publick worſhipping of that God who 
1s every Moment of our , our Support, 


to whom we owe every thing that we enjoy, 
and from whom alone we muſt receive every 


Thing that we hope for. 


I thought it might be of Uſe to ſhew 
you the particular Uſefulneſs of theſe pub- 
lick Inſirufions, in order to remove an Ob- R# 


jection that is often made againſt the Ne- 
ceſſity of going to Church, and to induce 
you to attend 'them with the more Cheerful- 
| neſs and Candour; but the poſitive . 

| with 


2M „ 
ive with the Grace of God attending i it, is, a- 
lone, a ſufficient Anſwer to all Pretences 
ZZ whatſoever reſpecting the Capacities either 


of the Hearer, or the Preacher. 
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this But the Clergy may be farther uleful to the 
elf, 8 4 People by private, as well as publick Inſtruction, 
me i and it is the Duty of the People to apply to 
80 them for it. It is impoſſible for a Sermon to 
XZ deſcend to the particular and minute Circum- 

they : ſtances of every particular Perſon, though it 
may be adapted to the Congregation in ge- 
neral. Sincerely conſcientious Perſons will 
often be in doubt concerning Points of Du- 
ty; and where Men are ſo conſtantly at per- 
fect Faſe in their Mind about the Diſcharge 
ol it, never diſtruſtful of their own Judg- 
ment, never adviſing with ſome diſcreet 


one 


1 confirm'd, or confuted, this is a certain Sign 
df great Ignorance, or Tuſenf bility and Uncong _ 


ften particularly, in one Caſe, becauſe it is a 
who common one. Men who frequent all the 

other Parts of Chriſtian Worſhip, ſhall live 
for Years together, if not for their whole Lives, 
without ever partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
or ever adviſing with any body about it. 
Now, can there be a more flagrant Fact, than 
this, to ſhew how much the Children of this 
World are in their Generation wiſer than the 
Children of Light ? The former, if they be 
Perſons of any Share of Diſcretion, are for- 
ward enough to conſult Phy/ficians and Law- 
yers, and will give monſtrous Fees to retain 


one of ſingular Eminence in Caſes that 
$2 Affect 


Friend in order to have their own Opinion 


c cernedneſs about Religion. I ſhall inſtance, 55 
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Affect their Life and Properly, while the /at- | 39 


ter, in a Matter of much more Importance, 


never concern themſelves to take any Ad- 
vice at all, though they might have it with- 
out any Expence, 


Perhaps they will reply, that they want ci 
no Advice, becauſe they ſufficiently under- 


ſtand their wy in this Caſe. 


Tf it were PD it would be 5 much the 

worſe, becauſe the Servant who knows his F 
Maſter s Will, and dees it not, ſpall be beaten 
with many Stripes.—But, they are as ignorant 
of their own Hearts, as they are of the Na- 
ture of this Duty. Their Caſe, indeed, is 
bad enough, becauſe they live habitually in 
a criminal Ignorance, as every one does who = 
habitually neglects the Means of better In- 
formation ; bur Charity and common Senſe 
_ oblige me to think that they do not live in 
the Habit of ſuch a preſumptuous Offence as 
that of knowingly and wilfully neglecting an 
indiſpenſable Command of God. — No Man 
can be ſo ignorant of the Chriſtian Terms of © 
Salvation as not to know that ſuch a one 
lives in a State of Damnation. — This is a 
dreadful Word, but it is a true one. But the 


People of whom I am now ſpeaking ſhew 
(by the Regard which they pay to other Parts 
of their Duty,) that they are not in ſuch a 
hardened Condition. And, therefore, what- 
ever they think of themſelves, I can aſſure 
them that they entertain ſome miſtaken No- 
tions. concerning the Duty of receiving the. 
Sacrament, the Qualifications for a due Re- 

ception 


B (4 
lat- ception of it, or the particular Obligations 
ace, yhich they imagine that the receiving it 
Ad- will lay them under; and it highly concerns 
ithßz- them to rectify their miſtaken Opinions; 

for, an obſtinate Perſeverance in the Neglect 
of acquiring proper Information, after ſuffi- 
vant cient Warning given, will bring them into 
der- the deſperate Condition of preſumptuous Sin- 
ners. 
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his | 1 © tive Duties, where private Advice may be 
aten wanting in order to direct the Conſcience 


— 
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+ gbr: ; and the Reaſon why it is not oftener 


Na- # aſked muſt be, the want of a tender and quick 
„ Is Senſe of Duty, which would naturally make 
= Men more diffident and inquiſitive. You 
who 8 know, by Experience, that an anxious Con- 
In- cern for your worldly Intereſt produces that 
Senſe Effect, and ſo it would in Religion, if you 
e in 3 were equally ſollicitous about your Eternal 
e as Salvation. 


= The Providence of God kad been graci- 
4 | ouſly plealed to bleſs theſe Nations to 
which we belong with ſtill farther Means 


which they may (if they be wile) receive 
== publickly at Church, and privately at Home 
from the Clergy ; and as every Man is in- 
=X diſpenſably required to uſe all poſſible 
Helps towards the Knowledge of God and 
bis Duty, you are all obliged, as far as 
| your Capacities and Conditions in Life will 


| permit, to make uſe of thoſe which I am 
| going to mention, 


There are various Caſes, even in the rela-. 
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tion of the Conduct, and influencing the Will. 


Now, as you not only enjoy the Bleſſing of 

e Which 
in Popiſb Countries the Laity are deprived 
of, ſo there is no Nation in the Chriſftion 
World that abounds with ſuch Variety of 
excellent Comments and Poraphraſes upon the 
Scriptures, admirable Sermons, and Diſcourſes 
upon all Points of Doctrine and Duty, and 
_ leſſer Treatiſes calculated for the lower Sort 
of People, at ſuch an eaſy Price that moſt 7 
of you may be able to purchaſe them; and, 
whoever has a ſincere Deſire after Chriſtian _ 
Knowledge, and a ſincere Intention of im- 
proving in Chriſtian Perfection, (as every 7 
good Chriſtian muſt have) if he can afford 
it, he will moſt certainly furniſh himſeli 5 
with ſome Books of that Kind, ſuch as are e 
ſuited to his Capacity; and will read them 
as often as he can find Leiſure from the 
other Duties of Life. I only aſk any one, 


having the free Uſe of the 


It cannot be made a Queſtion, whether 
written Diſcourſes may not be of ſome Ule 7 
towards a better and more profitable read. 
ing the Scriptures, a more thorough Know- 
ledge of the Chriſtian DoQrines, and a more 7 
faithful Diſcharge of your Duty, i. e. for 
the better informing the Judgment, direc- 7 


whether, if theſe Books were written for 


the Direction of Mankind in the Proſecu- 1 
tion of their Trades and getting Money, ot 


any other worldly or ſenſual Good, you would 


not ſtrive hard, abridge your ſelves of ma. xz 


ny other Expences, rather than nor purchaſe Z 
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dme of them; and whether you would not 
ther be curious to inform your ſelves which of 
Uſe them would beſt ſuit your Purpoſes; and if 
2ad- you did not, whether you would be allowed 
ow- to have any tolerable Share of Wiſdom in 
nore your Way. This, I ſay, is the Conduct of 

for all worldly wiſe People, and but of very 
irec- few in compariſon, in their Religious At- 
Vill. fairs. | | 
hich 77 I believe the Clergy are but rarely, I am 
ved ure, I ſcarce ever was, conſulted on this Oc- 
tion caſion. Yet, ſuch Directions might often be . 
y of of great Uſe, and would frequently be de- 
n the fired, if Men were as religioufly, as they are | 
urſes worldly wiſe. = 

and 
Sort As to thoſe who are not able to purchaſe 
moſt any Books, tho? of the loweſt Price, I am 
and, ſorry that it is not as much in my Power, 
iſtian as it is in my Inclination, to ſupply them at 
f im- my own Expence. It is a very great Miſ. 
every 7 Fortune that, in large Towns, all over the 
for! Kingdom, the Great Hibe being alienated, 
mſel! the Vicar's Income from his Living will not 
is are enable him to do thoſe Things, for the In- 
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ereſt of Religion and the Salvation of his 
eople, which are more wanted in thoſe 


here the Miniſter's Revenue is larger. 


opulous Places than in ſmaller Villages 


ut this Subject I intend ſoon to take a _ 


y, or nuch properer Occaſion to inlarge upon. 


v7 28 
2 * . 


vould 7 


2 
* 


At preſent, I mention it only by way of 
ma- Excuſe for my ſelf, and as a reaſonable Pre- 
rence tor applying to ſuch of you as can af- 


chaſe | 
ſome ford 
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ford ſomething towards a Fund for pious and L 1 


charitable Purpoſes. Tho? I cannot do all, 


1 will do as much as any one, in propor- 3 | 
tion to my Ability. What I propoſe is, that 
we may gradually ſupply the poorer Fami- 


lies, where there is any one that can read, 


with Bibles and Common Prayer Boots; with! 
little Treatiſes upon the Catechiſm, the Sa-. 
crament, or any other Subject that the Place 
may be thought more particularly to require. 


I ſaid, gradually. 


gard, as much as it does in its Uſes. 


to his Station and Circumſtances; or, if only 


I would not diſcourage 
you by propoling to do too much at a time. 
The Bible is the moſt neceſſary Thing, and 3 
ought to take Place of all others in our Re- 
And, if; 
every one, who pays to the Rates, would give 
the ſmalleſt matter towards it, in proportion 


ATVs 


thoſe of the middle, and upper Rank would 2 


contribute ; 


it could not be long before this 


Part of my Scheme might be accompliſhed. 8 
And, give me Leave to tell you, that if you 
conſider your immenſe Obligations to Gop, . 


for all the Bleſſings that you either enjoy, 9 15 


or expect, here, or hereafter, you will glad- 


ly do any thing, in your Power, to pro- 


mote his Honour. 


Or, if you have any 


compaſſionate Senſe of the Wants of your 
Fellow Chriſtians, you will think the Supply 
of their Spiritual Wants the greateſt In- 
ſtance of it, that can be ſhewn towards F 


them. 


your Temporal 


And, tho' I am very unwilling to 
ſappoſe that any Conſiderations reſpe&ting 
Trtereſt ſhould weigh with BR 

you when the other more momentous ones 
prove | 


3 (ay 
und! 9 F. light in the Balance, I cannot for- 


por: | he proper Behaviour of theſe lower Sort 
of People in their mean Station is of great 
ami. Conſequence to the good Order, Peace, 


and Comfort of the Society where they in- 


TH pbabit. And, therefore, by inſtilling Princi- 

. * les of Religion into them, and giving them 
place F Senſe of Duty, you are providing for 
ire. Four own Quiet and . 

me, © 1 ; That I may give you all manner of En- 
and | ecouragement to come into my Propoſal, I 


Re- a inform you of one Circumſtance which 
1d, 1 males it the more eaſy to be put in Exe- 


give cution. There is an incorporated Society, for 
Gon # opagating Chriſtian Knowledge, which ſells, 


to their Members, ſuch Books as are proper 


0 to be circulated in Pariſhes at half Price; 
. iind, as I have the Honour of being one 
ſhed. | of chat Body, by that Means whatever you 


Contribute to the Purpoſes above mentioned, 

* il go twice as far as, otherwiſe, it would 
L go — and this Advantage the Vicar of any 
0 d. ber Market Town, by getting himſelf re- 

o. Commended to a Place in that Society, might 
P 1 obtain for the Good of his Pariſhioners — 
find, farther, I muſt obſerve, that round Lon- 
ien, eſpecially, they might apply to ſome of 
he neighbouring Gentlemen for their Aſ- 
fiſtance. — If ſuch Methods as theſe were 
ade uſe of, (and what ſhould prevent it, 
4 3 want of true Chriſtian Zeal, and true 
1 Cbriſtian Charity ?) there would ſoon be a 
b Eat Change made in the Morals of the Na- 
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OF THE 
SOCIETY. 


FOR PROMOTING 


E. H R ISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


H E Society for Promoting Chriſtian 
« Knowledge having been many Years 


* engaged | in carrying on ſuch Deſigns as they 


'< judged might promote the Intereſts of true 


great Meaſure anſwer'd thoſe Ends; but 


generally known as they could wiſh, and 

=< conſequently not ſa much encouraged as they 
preſume they would be when further known ; 
they therefore publiſh this Account of them : 
and have alſo. reſolved to communicate to 
the Publick, from year to year, their Pro- 
ceedings, and the State of their Affairs. 
The Society conſiſt partly of Subſcribing 


tendance, with ſuch certain Annual Contri- 


latter are ſuch Perſons in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and other Proteſtant Countries, as 


are en to correſpond with the Society, 
82 5 on 


A Xx 
- 
. * N 
Fr d 


4 1 Religion, and the Honour of Almighty 
60D, and which by his 2 have in a 


I finding that ſuch their Deſigns are not ſo 


or Refiding, and partly of Correſponding Mem- | 
bers. The former give their Advice and At- 


— 3 [ W 
— * ö . 
T 


* butions as every one thinks proper: The 


rr 


— e 


* on purpoſe to acquaint them, from time to *y 
time, with the State of Religion in their * 
* Neighbourhood ; to ſuggeſt ſuch Methods 
© of doing Good as occur to them; to diſtri- ® 
* bute Bibles, with ſuch Religious as well as 4 


* * 


* uſeful Bobks, as are from time to time ap- *h 


prov'd of, and recommended by the Society, 

and to remit occaſional Benefactions, which 

NM they themſelves are pleaſed to contribute, or 

if collect from well-diſpoſed Chriſtianns. 

Anno 1698. But for the better underſtanding the Na- 
„ ture and Deſigns of this Society, it is thought ciel 
The Original « ęonvefieht to premiſe a ſhort Narrative of 
Hof che Society. © its Riſe and Progreſs. — It was about the as 
10 latter End of the Year 1695, that a few Ge. pro 
© tlemen form'd themſelves into a Voluntary RI 


1.547 


Society, under the Title above- mention'd: , dot 


and as ſuch they, with Unanimity and Zeal, the 


n 


- 


vent on together in promoting the real and 
practical Knowledge of tfue Religion, bß 
ſuch Methods as appear d to them, from tine 
to time, to be moſt conducive to that End, 
* till towards the Concluſion of the Year 1701 

Of the Incor- © when, at their Inſtance; a Charter was ob- 
; for Propage- tained from King WIITIAM III. whereby 1 8 
bn of the all the then Subſcribing Members of this So- 6 
WGo/pel in Fo. ©. ciety, with other Perſons of Diſtinction in 1 
rei Parts. Church and State, were Incorporated for the 
q better carrying on that Branch of their De- 
« ſigns which related to the Plantations, Cblo- 

* nies, and Factories beyond the Seas, belonging 

* to the Kingdom of England; from which tine 

that excellent Work has, by the Divine Ble. 

* ſing been very ſucceſsfully conducted by that 

But their Charter being limited to foreign 

Furti, and the Buſineſi of ne „ 

8. e being 
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confin'd to the Britiſh Planta- The Incorpo- 
rated Society 


3 4 being hitherto 
pers of our Voluntary Society, it 


of G OD; and 5 | 

I promoting Chriftian Knowledge, both 
"*© Home and in ocher Parts of the World, by 
Ihe beſt Methods that ſhould offer. They 

Dare therefore a Society diſtinct from the Cor- 

I poration, and known by the Name of the So- 
riety for Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge. 


1 1 Their Principal Methods were the ſame : 
Dias they had been before, The FIRST, to 


e procure and encourage the erecting of CH A- Charity- 
„Schools 


© R1TY-ScHooLs, in all Parts of the Ki 
dom; and that thoſe Schools might anſwer erefd- 
the true Purpoſes for which they were erect. 
ed, the Society has not been wanting in their 
Correſpondence with ſuch of their Members, 
as have been concern'd in their Support and 
Management) to recommend at all Times, 
that, together with Religious and Uſeful 
Inſtructions, Care ſhould be taken, and all 
proper Means uſed to inure the Children of 
the Poor to Induſtry and Labour, ſo that 
they may become good Chriſtians and good 
Subjects: and be willing, as well as fit to be 
employed, not only in Trades or Services, 
but alſo in Huſbandry or any other Buſineſs, 
that ſhall be thought of moſt Uſe and Bene- 


fit to the Publick. With theſe Views the 
Society printed and diſperſed ſuch a Set of 
== Rulez for the good Order and Government 
hof theſe Schools, as had been approv'd of 


by the Archbiſhops and Biſhops, who direct- 
= + 8 1 m0 3 


U 


5 continued to the Britifa 
3 : ty, their mare? inverter 4 
Jextenſive Deſigns for advancing the Honour.the Origi — 
Good of Mankind by 


*tinue as a Vo- 
at. luntarySociety. 
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2. *ed,; that the ie hoald be obſerved within s: 
iti voted < their reſpective Dioceſes. 1 1 4 
. Another Method was to dilperſe, beth at i 
Prayer- gays" Home and Abroad, Bibles, Prayer-Books, # 
at © and divers ſorts of Religious Tracts; 'and 
ea a. * KAR they have, by the Aſſiſtance of *s 
132 their Members, diſpersd ſeveral Hundrel ; 
"Thouſands of them, in fuch manner and i In" 
ſuch Places, as they- have reaſon to bay 5 1 
tended to the great Increaſe of the Know. 
ledge and Practice of our Holy Religion. 8 
Theſe Books and Tracts, are to be had "8 1 
their own Members on the following Terms: 1 I 
Such as are Bound, at the prime Coft in th 


© „ 2 * — 3 „ . 0 0. 


a Sheets; what are not Bound, at half che | s th 
prime Coſt ; the Society defraying the Ex. 's B 
„ pence of the other Half, as alſo that off VF pe 
Bind ing, in the former Article, out of che 4 th 

own Fund. 3 © be 

© Theſe are the General Deſigns of this 8 m 

© ciety : and tho? their certain Income waral th 

* ſupporting them be but ſmall, yet they have? x ® (a 

© hitherto been enabled by their own Annui® fir 
Subſcriptions, and the Legacies or other ca. ci, 

fſual Benefactions of well difpoſed Perſons, G. 

< to raiſe a Fund ſufficient to carry them ode 
ſucceſsfully from year to year, at a very con de 

© ſiderable Expence : and they ſtill truſt to the $; 

© Beffing of GOD, and the Zeal of their Mem- ne 

© bers, that ſuch good Works ſhall never fail s G 

© to proſper i in their Hands, for want of Li. ; K 

„ beral Supplies from Charitable Chriſtians.. 6 

© Beſide theſe General Deſigns, the Socie g th 

1710. © undertook in the Year 1710, the Manage 1 


2 


ment of ſuch Charities as were, or ſhould be * 


put into their Hands, for the Support and} 3 = 
6 E. 2 


within son, then maintained by the King of Den- 


3 F for the Converſion of the Heathen, in thoſe 


BOOKS, Parts. Accordingly they, from time to time, 
and 3 

nce o! ³ Printing-Preſs, Paper, and other Neceſſa- 
and in 
pe ha 
Know. 
ligion. 


1728, when, upon a Propoſal made by the 
Miſſionaries, to remove to Fort St. George, 
had by f verſion of the Heathen at Madras, the So- 
erms : ß ciety engaged for the e of the ſame, 
oft in $ tho? at an Expence that did then far exceed 
Alf the * their Ability, truſting to the Goodneſs and 
e Ex + Bleſſing of Almighty GOD: which Ex- 
f ther? the Addition of two Miſſionaries ; and will 
de more by ſuch extraordinary Charges, as 
Us 00-8 muſt neceſſarily attend the Enlargement of 
Ward: the Miſſion to Cudulore near Fort St. David, 
y have , (another Engliſh Settlement) which has been 
XX fince made by the Society. However the So- 
ciety chearfully rely upon the ſame Wiſe and 
XS Gracious Providence, which has hitherto won- 
m on derfully proſpered this, and all other their Un- 
XX dertakings, to raiſe up ſuch a true Chriſtian 
Spirit, as will abundantly ſupply whatever Mo- 
ney ſhall be wanting to carry on ſo Pious and 
XX Glorious a Deſign, as that of enlarging the 
X Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt upon Earth. 
In the Year 1920, the Society extended 
their Regard to the Greek Church in Pa- 


"at of f pence has been ſince greatly increaſed by 
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fine, Syria, Meſopotamia, Arabia, and E- 
Dot. To this Eng they an 


tor 


Reverend Mr. Schultze, one of the Daniſb 


Enlargement of the PRO EST ANT Mis- Proteftant 
| Miſſion to 


mar at Tranquebarin the EasT-InDIES, 3 


g affiſted the Miſſionaries there with Money, a 


Pries (as they were enabled) till the Lear 


and there begin a new Miſſion, for the Con- 


4 


At Mads. 


At Cudulors, 


1720. 
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N, ew 7; 15. 
ments, Pſal- 
ter, Cate- 
chi ſins, and 


the Bible, 
printed in 


1723. 
1. Bork-houſes 
WH recommend- 


i" for Printing here, with a new Set of Ty We 
t the New Teſtament, and P/alter, in dra 15 Ip 
WEE": 55 $7 and were enabled, by the Blefſing of Goel 1 5 4 
joined to the Charity and Zeal of their 5 
6000 Pſalters, and 10000 New Tfament, 
Abridgment of „ 
the Hiftory of * of 29761. 1 5. 6d. +. to which His late Ma- 
cious Benefactien of Five Hundred Pounds; 1 4 
2190 Catecbetical Inſtructions, with the 48 


to thoſe Parts; or into Perfia, by means of 


ſee the Succeſs of the Endeavours Gſed in WA 


KK W 4.9 2 «6 


© that in them particular Regard ſhould be had = 
to fuch an Education of Children, as might, 


( 52 ) 


on the Recommendation of the Biſhops, J 
s Members, to procure an Edition of above 


* as alſo of 5000 Carechetical Inſtructions, with 4 
an Abridę Bond of the Hiſtory of the Bible an. 
nexed ; + ſo ge an Expence as the Sum 


jeſty was a bountiful Contributor, by a gra. 
« 5638 Plalters, 2632 New Teſtaments, and 
« bridgment aforefaid, have been already ſent 5 


© their Correſpondents in Rufia, which were 
s moſt thankfully received ; and the reſt ar: 
© reſerved to be ſent as Occaſion ſhall offer. 
© The Society having had the Pleaſure to 


many Towns and Villages, for employing 
© the Poor and their Children, by ſetting up 
* Worknovsrs; they (that nothing \might Wl 
be wanting to encourage the Proſecution of ſo 
uſeful a Deſign) did in the Year 1 725, cauſe WA 
a Colle&ion of the beſt Accounts of ſuch WA 
 Work-houſes to be publiſhed ; which was re. 
printed, with very bar Additions, in 1733. 
and is now diſperſed upon the uſual Terms Ws 
of the Society, in order to recommend ſo 
good a Deſign throughout the Kingdom : and i 


5 * making them good Chriſtians, be - 1 
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yp: et cffeftual Means to make them uſeful to 


ir Country, truly happy in the Life that 

God r is, and in that which is to come. ; 
ln the Beginning of the Year 1732, the 1732: | 

P ciety, when they heard the melancholy Ac- 

Punt of the Sufferings of the Proteſtants in F 1 

burg, (having firſt obtained His Ma- pyjes 18. 

city's Leave) reſolved upon doing all that lay lieved. 

their Power to raiſe Collections for their 

rſecuted Brethren. To this End, in une 

e lame Year, they publiſhed, An Account of 

e Sufferings of the perſecuted Proteſtants in the 

2 ch2:hoprickef Saltzburg, &c.andafterwards 

ybliſhed A farther Account of their Sufferings, 

Rc. with an Extra? of the Journals of M. Von 

Reck, he Commiſſary of the firſt Tranſport of . 

© Saltzburgers 70 Georgia; and of the Miniſters * 

bet accompanied them thither, 1733. Theſe Ac- 

unte being enforced by the generous Exam- 

Me of many Noble and Honourable Perſons, 

also by liberal Contributions, and earneſt 

WFExhortations from the Right Reverend the 

iſhops, and their Clergy ; had, thro' Gop's 

Neeſſing, ſo good an Effect upon the Minds of 

Egnaritableand well-diſpoſed Chriſtians ofevery 

ank and Denomination, that the Society (be- 

es making many large Remittances to Ger- 

a)] have been enabled to ſend over to the 

e Colony in Georgia, in the Years 17339, þ 

7 34, and 1735, three Tranſports, conſiſting 85 

more than one hundred and fifty Proteſtant 

migrants from Saltzburg; who with two Miſ- 

onaries and a School - Maſter, are ſettled by 

emſelves at Ebenezer ; where Lands are aſ- 
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The great Expenceof theſe Tranſports, a 
the many extraordinary Charges that have be 
© neceſſary for the Support and Encourageme 
* of this infant Settlement; together with 100 
| © a Year as a Salary for their two Miſſionarſ 
© and Schoolmaſter, have ſo far reduced the C:# 
* rities belonging to this Branch of the Societ 
© Deſigns, that they have not now remaining 
their Hands above the Sum of gol. gs. 
» © excepting 25007. New South-Sea Annuities 
_ © which have been purchaſed as a ſtanding Full 
for paying the aforeſaid annual Salary to. 
© Miſſionaries and Schoolmaſter, till ſome ci 
© tain and ſettled Proviſion can be made ns 
© them in Georgia, But for Particulars the 
( ciety refer themſelves to their Books of 
«© ceipts and Diſburſements on this Acco 
© which may be inſpected gratis by any Peri © 
calling on their Secretary, at their Houſe 
© Bartlet's Buildings, London; of which, two i bl. 
tracts have been already publiſhed, and i 
perſed among the Benefactors to this excel 
e Charity, with the Thanks of the Society, «A 
© their Prayers that Gop would eternally rev 
* ſo great and ſeaſonable an Inſtance of Chriſii 
« Beneficence, as has been miniſtred on this 08: 
caſion to perſecuted Proteſtants, when dri 
© out of their native Country, under the nl 
« pitiable Circumſtances of Diſtrefs. 3 
© Theſe are the ſeveral Deſigns, wherein 8 
© Society are at preſent engaged; the par/icuMi 
State whereof being publiſhed every Year, 1 
thing more need be added to this genera! 
count of them, than what has been alrc: 
* ſaid upon each Branch of them; excepting 
Two ſtanding © mention of two very conſiderable and ſtandilſ 
Benefattions. enefactions. - 


1 (55) 
ts, ar Lats 
ave be and Pounds, which was left to them by Lenny 
ageme NMS. Elizabeth Palmer in 1728, and is ſtill pre- . 
th 10% ſerved entire in the Publick Funds; the Intereft 
onarſ of it only being from year to year applied to 
ſuch Branches of their Deſigns as moſt need it. 


the Cl 

Socier 

ning of Kent, now living, but deſiring to be unknown, a 8 
95. . who did, in the Year 1734, in Conſideration of a 


as F e Zeal and good Deſigns of this Society, con- e. 


ng Fug wy vey to Five Members of it, their Heirs and 

ry to if A figns for ever, by Leaſe and Releaſe, Ten 
ome of Acres of Land in Romney-Marſh in Kent, and al- 
nade | ſo transferr'd to the 225 Perſons 1050 l. New 

8 the 1 5 1 South-Sea Annuities, to be veſted, as ſoon as may 

cs of be, in a Purchaſe of Freehold Land, the better 


Acco ; to perpetuate the Truſts declared by another 
y Peri 7 Deed, executed by the ſaid Benefactor, which 
Houſ:i Fare to defray the . of diſtributing Bi- 
two & bles, New Teſtaments, and other Religious 


and 1 3 © Books, as the Society ſhall direct, and to pay 
an it him an Annuity of Forty Pounds during his 
ety, Life: and after his Death, likewiſe an Annui- 
y rewiß ty of Fifteen Pounds for Life, on certain 
Chrisi Conditions, to one of his Relations. 

this OS The ſame Gentleman did alſo, in the Year 

n dri 1 7 37, execute another Deed to the Five Mem- 1737. 
the mi bers abovementioned, for conveying to them, 
their Heirsand Affiens for ever, Eighty Pounds 

rein New South-Sea Annities; the Dividends where- 

artici of are to be laid out from time to time (at the 

Fear, Direction of the Society) in Books for propa- 


zeral A Y ' gating the Chriſtian Religion in the Eaſt-Indies, 


area or other Parts of the World; which Annuity Stock 
pting! . is alſo to be veſted, as ſoon as may be, in a Pur- 


WE chaſe of Freehold Land, 10 better to perpetuate 


ſtand ha 
the Tr uſt. The 


i. The dne is « moſt generous Legacy of Fony A | 


© 2, The other is a free Gift by a Gentleman The Gifts of | 
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3 25 * proper 8 by which any Benefaction . 
mmay be given to the Deſigus of the Society, to 
prevent any Doubt or Miſtake, is as follows: 
TEM, I A. B 
#nto C. D. 7 8 . 
and E. F. 3 * 5 5 Je . 
the Sum of, \& 14 . 
upon Triſſt, and to the that 4,0 or - either of 
_ them, do pay the ſame to the J. reaſurer or T! reaſurer: 4 
for the Time being, of a Voluntary Society, common. 
ly called, or known by the Name of, The Society for = 
Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, which firft met 
about the latter end of the Year 1698, and now di, 
or lately did hold their Weekly Meetings at their 
Houſe in Bartlett's Dale Holborn: Bic : 
Jo Sams bf ES; | 
a I defire may be applet reward; carrying 
1 the charitable'Defigns of the ſaid Society. a 
N. B. If the Ne is pleaſed to reſtrain 
his Charity to any particular Branch of the 
Society's Deſigns, he may add, either in 
3 Paleſtine, or the E. aſt- — _ 


" The TREASURERS of his Society. £5 
The Reverend Dr. Denne, Archdeacon of R. 5 
e and Rector of St. Mary Lambetb, is 
Treaſurer for all Benefactions to the Deſigns 
of the Society in general, and to the Arabici 
Impreſſions of the New Teſtament and Pſalter. | 
William Tillard, Eſq; in Spital Square, is Trea- 
ſurer for all Quarterly Subſcriptions, and allo 
for all Remittances for Packets of Books ſent | 3 
- to any Members. FE 
Benjamin Hoare, Eſq; in Fleupreet, is rez. 1 
ſurer for all Benefactions to the Proteſtant | 1 
Miſſion in the Eaſt.- Indies. i 
Letters may be direfied to H. Newman, their 8 
Secretary, in Bartlet's Buildings, Holborn. 3 
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